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Committee on the Territories, 

House of Representatives, 

January 23, 1907. 

The Chairman. Mr. Humphrey has a matter which he desires to 
present to the committee. 

Mr. Humphrey. The matter which I wish to present is H. R. 23719, 
an act to amend an act for the protection of game in Alaska, and I 
will not take up the time to read the bill through, because I can ex- 
plain it to the committee in a few words better than to have it read. 

We have a game law in Alaska, as you know, that places authority 
very largely in the hands of the Secretary of Agriculture. The 
result has been that there has been a great deal of killing of game 
in Alaska, but the Secretary of Agriculture has absolutely rejfused 
to permit anyone to bring out trophies. This bill will change the 
law principally in these particulars : It provides for the payment of 
a license fee and for the bringing out of trophies under certain 
restrictions. It provides for licensed guides on the peninsula of 
Kani. It places the appointment of regulations as to guides in the 
hands of the governor and provides that the income from these 
licensed fees shall be used by the governor in game protection. 
Those are the main changes in the bill. 

It prohibits the killing of game in Alaska for sale, except that in 
certain seasons it permits them to be sold there, but prohibits sale 
outside. It also provides that any man shipping out a head must 
make affidavit he is not sending it out for the purpose of selling it. 
It provides penalties for the violation of the regulation and for false 
statements. It makes it a misdemeanor. Those are the main terms 
of the bill wherein they differ from the law as it now stands. 

Mr. Brick. Who grants licenses ? 

Mr. Humphrey. The governor. There are one or two amendments 
which I think should be made. I think the bill provides for but 
one season for killing game in Alaska, but after consulting with 
Doctor Merriam and others, I think it would be advisable to make 
two seasons, one in the interior and the Arctic region and another in 
southeastern Alaska, for the reason that by the time the season opens, 
in southeastern Alaska it is too late to hunt in the Arctic. I think 
that all who have studied the question agree that this change should 
be made. 

Then there is a special provision for a license of $100 for bringing 
a moose head out of the Kani Peninsula. That seems a large license, 
but I think it should be retained in the bill. The Kani Peninsula 
furnishes the largest moose head in the world, and, being the largest 
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4 PROTECTION OF GAME IN ALASKA. 

head of any animal now living, naturally it attracts sportsmen from 
all over the world. They go there for the purpose of killing moose, 
and unless it be governed by strict rules they will all soon be ex- 
terminated. 

Mr. Webb. Is that regarded as a trophy ? 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes. 

Mr. Brick. How much is the license ? 

Mr. Humphrey. It is $100 for a nonresident of Alaska, except to 
a resident of the United States. To a resident of the United States 
the license is $50 and to a nonresident of the United States it is $100. 
There has been considerable discussion as to whether or not it is 
too high. 

Mr. Webb. What do the residents of Alaska pay ? 

Mr. Humphrey. They are not required to pay anything. 

Mr. Smith. Suppose I want to go up to Alaska, as I probably will, 
and wanted to kill a deer, do I have to pay $100 ? 

Mr. Humphrey. Not to kill a deer. I think a man should be per- 
mitted to kill deer and goats in Alaska. 

The Chairman. For the purpose of a clearer understanding of 
what amendment you desire to present here, possibly this bill ought 
to be printed or the phraseology of the original act ought to be 
printed in some shape so that the proposed amendment can be shown 
m a way to give an intelligent understanding of how you want it to 
read when presented. 

Mr. HuMPHREr. I wanted to present it while Governor Hoggatt 
and Doctor Merriam are here in order to get the sense of the com- 
mittee upon it, for I am satisfied that Doctor Merriam can agree 
with the others, and later we could reintroduce it and bring it to you 
without erasures. 

The Chairman. What does your bill propose ? 

Mr. Humphrey. It takes the place of the original act. 

The Chairman. It would be a good idea to have the other act and 
this one set forth in parallel columns, as was done with the fisheries 
bill at the last session. 

Mr. HuMPHREr. Would it not answer the purpose to furnish a 
copy of the act? 

Mr. Smith. Is the present act and this bill before us entirely 
different? 

Mr. Humphrey. The difference is what I have told you. This re- 
enacts and copies the wording of the original act. It simply changes 
the season and provides for licenses in addition. 

Mr. Smith. The only purpose is to provide for licenses and to 
change the closed season ? 

Mr. Humphrey. To provide licenses, to regulate the bringing out of 
trophies, and to change the season a little. 

Mr. Webb. Who gives the licenses, the governor of Alaska or the 
Secretary of Agriculture ? 

Mr. Humphrey. The Secretary of Agriculture does not give li- 
censes. He simply has power to issue permits, which he refuses to do. 

Mr. Lloyd. I suggest that a subcommittee be appointed to report 
upon the matter. 

Mr. Humphrey. Maybe some one here may object to this bill on 
principle ; and if so, he ought to be given an opportunity to be heard. 

Mr. Waskey (Delegate from Alaska). The objections are only 
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minor ones. If Mr. Humphrey is willing, the bill should be referred 
to a subcommittee, and I am satisfied the matter can be presented in 
such shape that it will be satisfactory to all. 

Mr. Humphrey. I think we are agreed that there is a necessity 
for it. 

Mr. Waskey. I have another bill, H. R. 22660, for the relief of the 
Tanana Mines Railroad, for relief from annual taxes. Mr. Joslin, 
the president of the mines, is here, having come on from New York, 
and would like to have an opportunity to make a statement before the 
committee. 

After further informal proceedings the committee adjourned until 
to-morrow, Thursday, January 24, at 10.30 a. m. 



Subcommittee of the Committee on the Territories, 

Friday^ January 25^ 1907. 

The subcommittee met at 10.45 a. m. 

Present: Messrs. Brick (chairman), Webb, and Higgins. 

There were also present Messrs. Humphrey, of Washington ; Gov- 
ernor Hoggatt, of -Alaska ; Mr. Waskey, Delegate from Alaska ; Mr. 
Cale, of Alaska, and Doctor Merriam and Doctor Palmer, from the 
Agricultural Department. 

Mr. Brick (chairman). The hearings this morning are on the bill 
introduced by Mr. Humphrey (H. R. 23719) entitled "An act to 
amend an act entitled 'An act for the protection of game in Alaska, 
and for other purposes,' " approved June 7, 1902. 

Mr. Humphrey. Suppose you read the bill by sections, and if there 
are any changes in the old law we can talk them over and have the 
reasons for the changes. 

Mr. Humphrey. There is a slight change in the first section, as 
I remember it. You had better look at it and see. [Reading from 
the old law:] 

That from and after the passage of this act the wanton destruction of wild 
game animals or wild birds, the destruction of nests and eggs of such birds, or 
the killing of any wild birds other than a game bird, or wild animal, for the 
purposes of shipment from Alaska is hereby prohibited. 

Mr. Brick. That is the same, is it not? 

Mr. Higgins. No ; the words " all wild game animals " are left 
out. They are in the old law. 

Mr. Brick. What is the reason for leaving out " wild game ani- 
mals? " 

Mr. Humphrey. "Wild game animal" is here, "or wild birds;'* 
the words " wild bird " are left out. 

Doctor Palmer. The words " wild birds " are left out. The old 
law reads " shipment." 

Mr. Higgins. How would it do for them to state the reasons for 
the passage of this bill? And it seems to me we will have to go 
through this and make these comparisons ourselves. 

Mr. Humphrey. Take up the term " game animal," and that shall 
include 

Mr. Brick. You have left out some wording there. What was 
the reason for that? 
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Mr. Humphrey. The reason that was left out — I was looking to 
see just what the words were 

Doctor Palmer. " Shipment " and " sale " are the two words that 
are changed. It is " sale " in the new bill and " shipment " in the 
old bill. Look on line 9 of the bill, " for the purpose of selling " 

Mr. Humphrey. And the other is for the purpose of shipment, yes, 
that was intentional. We don't want them to sell them at any time, 
except as hereinafter provided. It permits them to sell them during 
the open season — ^that word " shipment " was changed to " sale." 

Mr. Brick. You have it here now : 

The destruction of nests and eggs of such birds, or the klHing of any wild 
birds, other than game birds, for the purpose of selling the same. 

Now, the other one is — 

Or the killing of any wild birds, other than game birds, or wild game animals, 
for the purposes of shipment from Alaska. 

Mr. Humphrey. Well, that is covered — 

From and after the passage of this act the wanton destruction of wild 
game animals or wild birds, the destruction of nests and eggs of such birds, 
or the killing of any wild birds, other than game birds, for the purpose of 
selling the same or the skins or any part thereof, except as hereinafter provided, 
is hereby prohibited. , 

Mr. Brick. You think that covers the old statute? 

Mr. Humphrey. I think so. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. The old law says that for the purpose of shipment 
from Alaska. 

Mr. Humphrey. But this prohibits the sale entirely. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. That is, the sale of them in Alaska. 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes; I don't want them to be sold in Alaska, 
except when the season permits them to be sold. 

Mr. Brick. You make this new act broader than the old one. 

Mr. Webb. Tighter. 

Mr. Brick. Yes ; tighter than the old one. 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Brick. What is your reason for that ? 

Mr. Humphrey. The reason is that I don't think they ought to be 
permitted to kill those birds in Alaska at any time for sale. 

Mr. Brick. Is that your idea. Governor ? 

Governor Hoggatt. Well, as I understand it they can be sold dur- 
ing the open season. 

Mr. Humphrey. During the open season ? 

Governor Hoggatt. I don't think it amounts to much. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. How long is your open season ? 

Governor Hoggatt. It is about a month for game birds, the only 
birds that we get — that is, the ducks — and three or four months for 
the grouse. 

Mr. Humphrey. It is a long season, anyway, from September to 
March. 

Governor Hoggatt. Of course it is drawn up as an ideal law and 
supposes game wardens and all that sort of thing, which we have not 
got and won't have for years to come. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. Wouldn't you suggest having game wardens, and 
licenses to pay for the wardens ? 

Governor Hoggatt. That is provided for in this bill. 
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Mr. Humphreys (reading) : 

Game defined : The term " game animals " shall include deer, moose, caribou, 
sheep, mountain goats, sea lions, and walrus. The term "game birds" shall 
include water fowl, commonly known as ducks, geese, brant, and swans; shore 
birds, commonly known as plover, snipe, and curlew, and the several species 
of grouse and ptarmigan. 

I do not know whether that includes bear or not. 

Mr. Webb. Bear is in the old act, but not in the new one. 

Mr. Humphrey. It was left out intentionally. My own inclina- 
tion would be to leave bear in, but I have had a good many protests 
from people up there stating they ought to be permitted to kill bear 
at any time, and I inferred that that was the way the Governor felt 
about it. 

Governor Hoggatt. Oh, yes; I think they ought to be allowed to 
.kill bear. 

Mr. Humphrey. What do you think about that, Mr. Gale? 

Mr. Gale. I don't think they ought to be protected. 

Mr. Humphrey. That has been the general feeling. 

Mr. Brick. Why ought they not to oe protected? 

Mr. Humphrey. They are quite destructive, they destroy anything 
they can get to and destroy other game ; not only that, but they have 
interfered with sheep raising. I have had a number of letters from 
men who said that the bear were destructive of sheep, and they claim 
that they ought to be allowed to kill bear at all seasons. 

Governor HoGGATT. That is on Kadiak Island. That is the only 
place so far as I know where they have done any damage. 

Mr. Brick. Still you are willing to have them killed off and be- 
come extinct ? 

Governor Hoggatt. Yes ; but they won't become extinct. 

Mr. Brick. I asked the question why you did not want to include 
bear ? 

Mr. Humphrey. My answer to that is that it seems to me that the 
consensus of opinion of the people in Alaska and men familiar with 
the conditions there is that it ought not to be done. They say they 
are destructive and that there is no danger of their being wiped out. 

Mr. Waskey. We want them exterminated in southern Alaska be- 
cause that is a pasture country. So far as the interior of Alaska is 
concerned there is no danger of bear or any other wild animals that 
inhabit that country being exterminated. I also might say that the 
bear constitute a menace to prospectors in certain parts of the country. 
We generally hear of bear as being an inoffensive animal ; but there 
are one or two species of bear in Alaska which are offensive. There 
is no reason that I know of why they should be protected or preserved. 

Mr. Gale. .My opinion on that, so far as the bear is concerned, is 
that nature protects him and will for a hundred years to come. You 
can not do away with game in Alaska — there is no way to destroy 
the wild game there except by destroying their breeding places, their 
natural homes — and in the interior of Alaska, which I refer to particu- 
larly, these haunts of bear and other wild game will not for years 
and years to come be disturbed. The mountains are their native place 
and they are places that never will be occupied by man. Con- 
sequently you can not destroy or injure those animals as long as their 
breeding places are undisturbed, and, as I say, they will remain un- 
disturbed for a long long time, if not forever. And that is not only 
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true of the bear, but I think it is largely true of the other large ani- 
mals. I think there is a misapprehension here to a certain extent as to 
the great danger of destroying the game of Alaska. I am speaking 
now particularly of the interior of Alaska. I think these laws are 
good and should be enacted as applying to the coast, but so far as 
the interior of Alaska is concerned, I do not think there is any danger 
of destroying the game. For instance, I have seen droves of caribou, 
10,000 or 15,000 in a drove; I have seen the hills for miles and miles 
around covered with those caribou. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. How long ago was that? 

Mr. Cale. a year ago this fall. 
. Mr. Brick. That was true of the buffalo once? 

Mr. Cale. Of course the conditions that apply to the buffalo do not 
apply to Alaska. There are no laws that will protect game when 
the country is settled up unless you lay aside game reseryes for them ; 
but when you clear the forest and plow the lands and put in homes 
and build towns and cities, game must go in spite of any laws. There 
is one clause here that I think is a little hard on the natives. The 
natives are deprived at certain seasons of the year^f' killing game 
and selling it. 

Now, those natives are people that the Government must take 
notice of. They are rather a simple race and not capable of protect- 
ing themselves, and that is the only means they have of getting a 
livelihood — fishing and hunting and trapping — and it is certainly 
no injury to the game, generally speaking, to let them get a liveli- 
hood out of their hunting and fishing. They can kill game and take 
it in to the nearest settlement and get flour and the necessaries of 
life in exchange for it. 

Mr. Webb. Would an exchange be regarded as a sale under this 
bill? 

Mr. Humphrey. It does not prevent an individual from hunting 
and fishing at all seasons of the year for his own use, but I do think 
that at certain seasons of the year the native ought to be prevented 
from killing for sale. • 

Mr. Webb. But suppose he kills a goat and takes it in and ex- 
changes it for a sack of flour. Would that be unlawful under this 
bill? 

Mr. Humphrey. I think it would. 

Mr. Waskey. Everything that they kill and all articles of value 
they take into the settlement they turn into silver. T^ey are great 
people for silver there. ^^ 

I would like to emphasize what Mr. Cale h^^aid and what I 
think the Doctor has spoken of. By all meaffl^I would say, pro- 
tect southern Alaska, not only the Kenai Peninsula, btit the Alaska 
Peninsula. They should be set aside as game preserves. Not only 
is the Kenai Peninsula the natural habitat of the sheep, moose, and 
goat, but hundreds of moose every year migrate there. Both the 
moose and caribou are migratory animals and they migrate at cer- 
tain seasons from the mainland to the Kenai Peninsula by way of Fire 
Island. From Fire Island they swim to the south shore at the mouth 
of the river, and every year the caribou come from the in- 
terior by thousands and go down into the Alaskan peninsula to feed. 

Neither the moose nor the caribou are grass-feeding animals. 
They both browse, and there is lots of browsing ground there, lots 



PBOXECTION OF GAME IK ALASKA. 9 

of willow, and they can be gotten at very readily, and it would only 
be a short time before they would be exterminated if something is not 
done to protect them. But in the interior there are two great ranges 
of mountains, one the range in which Mount McKinley is one of the 
most prominent peaks, the other the Endicott Range. Neither of 
those two ranges of mountains is ever going to be populated ; both of 
them are going to continue to be wildernesses, and those two ranges . 
of mountains are natural breeding places for bear and mountain 
sheep and mountain goat and caribou and moose. They don't need 
any protection, those animals in those mountains. 

Mr. Brick. Wh^re does the Arctic Circle run ? That is not what 
you call the interior ? 

Mr. Waskey. No; I would make the sixty-second degree north 
latitude the arbitrary dividing point. I would have all south of 
that protected and all north of that, to a certain extent, left open. 
I would have some protection north of that degree of latitude, but 
not to the same extent as to the south of that. 

Another thing, there are new placer camps being discovered and 
established all the time in the interior of Alaska. Whenever a new 
placer camp is established, for the first two or three years of the 
existence of that placer camp the prospectors and miners are de- 
pendent on the fresh game that they can shoot or capture. Our 
prospectors in Alaska are red-blooded Americans, and they need 
fresh meat, and they are going to get it. I do not think we ought 
to make them lawbreakers. We don't want to bfeak the law up 
there, we want to obey the laws, and any stringent reflations you 
establish looking toward the protection of the game, if it prevents 
those miners and prospectors from getting fresh meat, will not be 
obeyed, because they must have that meat and they will have it. 

Mr. Humphrey. This proposed law is not as stringent as the one 
now in effect. 

Mr. Waskey. No. And another thing, I don't think you can keep 
the Eskimo from killing at any season of the year. 

Mr. Humphrey. It does not do so. 

Mr. Waskey. There is one class of people that you ought to try to 
restrict, and that is the professional hunter and trapper. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. What do you say about the value of this law. Gov- 
ernor? 

Governor Hoggatt. I never knew anybody in Alaska to want this 
game law. That country is so big that you can make laws protecting 
the killing and sale of game until you are black in the face and you 
won't prevent anybody from killing it if he wants it for food. The 
best you can do, I think, is to prevent the killing of game for the sale 
of skins. But I see no objection particularly to the proposed law. 
Of course, we have not now, and will not have for a long time^ 
machinery to cover that whole Territory and strictly enforce the law. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. I am speaking of the present law. 

Governor Hoggatt. I mean the present law. We felt up there that 
this was an ideal law that did not serve the purpose at all. We want 
people to come up there and hunt. The class of people that come up 
there and desire to shoot big game are men of substance and stand- 
ing from different parts of the world, and we like them to come there.. 
This new bill is designed primarily to rid ourselves of our present 
conditions in respect to the game in Alaska. This is a game law that 
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would be ideal when the country gets more thickly settled in fifteen 
or twenty years from now, but this is the best we can get now, per- 
haps, in the way of modification. 

Mr. Webb. You have no objection to the requirement permitting 
them to sell at any time of the year. Under this you can kill game 
and eat it at any time of the year. 

Governor Hoggatt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. There is a disposition in the Territory now to treat 
the matter of game protection rather lightly, is there not ? 

Governor Hoggatt. Yes; there is, and, as I have said, in these 
placer camps they are going to get meat any way -and you could not 
^et a jury to convict them to save your life. 

Mr. Brick. It is agreed, then, to leave " bear " out. Now, the 
next section is " Exemptions." 

Mr. Humphrey. That is exactly the same as in the old law. 

Mr. Gale. Mr. Chairman, I would like to say a word. These meat 
men come in there and sell impure meats. A year and a half ago 
in the city of Fairbanks we had to live on tainted and impure meats 
that were shipped in there by those who handled meats, and it was 
a disgrace and a shame to compel people to live on the kind of meat 
we had to live on. The only wholesome meat we had was what we 
got by men going out and killing game. 

Mr. Higgins. You are acquainted with the killing of the caribou 
in Newfoundland. 

Mr. Gale. No; I am not. 

Mr. Higgins. The way they are being wiped out there and sold 
by the natives for meat? 

Mr. Gale. No. 

Mr. Higgins. They are very rapidly disappearing. 

Mr. Waskey. You can see the area of those two peninsulas. 

Governor Hoggatt. But, of course, if public sentiment is not back 
of a law you can not carry it out. 

Mr. Humphrey. I suggest we run through the bill and see if there 
are any specific objections to the bill and then talk about the general 
proposition. 

Mr. Webb. I think there are only a few objectionable points. 

Mr. Brick. We have had a general talk on this now — on these sub- 
jects. Let us get through the bill as fast as we can and then we can 
have a general talk afterwards. 

Mr. Humphrey. The exemptions, I think, are exactly the same as 
in the old law, commencing with line 5. 

Mr. Brick. You had better read it. 

Mr. Humphrey (reading) : 

Exemptions. — Nothing in this act shall affect any law now in force in Alaska 
relating to the fur seal, sea otter, or any fur-bearing animals or prevent the 
killing of any game animal or bird for food or clothing at any time by natives 
or by miners or by explorers when in need of food, but the game animals or 
birds so killed during close season shall not be shipped or sold. 

Mr. Webb. You leave out bears and sea lions. 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes. I never knew anybody to hunt a sea lion 
except for sport. 

Doctor Merriam. Some hunt them for sport, and it is an outrage. 
They ought to be protected. It is a wanton destruction. 

Mr. Brick. Why do you take sea lions out ? 
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Mr. Humphrey. Sea lions are in ; but this is for the natives- 



Mr. Waskey. I do not see why we should make sea lions a game 
animal. 

Mr. Humphrey. Simply to prevent their extermination. 

Mr. Waskef. Do they serve any good purpose, and don't they 
feed on our food fishes? 

Mr. Humphrey. But you don't include sea lions. 

Mr. Brick. Yes, you do. 

Mr. Humphrey. Section 2 [reading] : 

Sec. 2.. Seasons. — That it shaU be unlawful for any person in Alaska to kill 
any wild game animals or wild birds except during the seasons hereinafter 
provided : Moose, caribou, sheep, walrus, and sea lions, from August twentieth 
to December thirty-first, both inclusive ; deer and moutain goats from April 
first to February first, both inclusive; caribou, on the Kenai Peninsula before 
August twentieth, nineteen hundred and twelve ; grouse, ptarmigan, shore birds, 
and waterfowl, from September first to March first, both inclusive: Provided^ 
That the Secretary of Agriculture is hereby authorized, whenever he shall deem 
it necessary for the preservation of game animals or birds, to make and publish 
rules and regulations prohibiting the sale of any game in any locality, modify- 
ing the close seasons hereinbefore established, providing different close seasons 
for different parts of Alaska, placing further restrictions and limitations on 
the killing of such animals or birds in any given locality, or prohibiting killing 
entirely for a i^riod not exceeding two years in such locality'. 

Mr. Humphrey. Now, I will call your attention to the prohibiting 
of the killing of caribou on Kenai Peninsula before August 20, 1912. 
The object in that is that Doctor Merriam says that there is a species 
of caribou there that is about to become extinct in that particular 
locality, and they thought it ought to be protected for a period of 
five years. It was first intended to give that power to the Secretary 
of Agriculture, but I object to him having the power for five years, 
and so I put it in in this way. 

Mr. Waskey. Could that not include the Alaskan Peninsula ? 

Mr. Humphrey. They told me that there are a great many caribou 
in the Alaskan Peninsula. 

Mr. Waskey. There are indeed, but let us keep them there. 

Mr. Humphrey. But if a man wants to go and hunt them, let him 
do it. 

Mr. Waskey. Give them an open season ? 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes ; give them an open season. 

Governor Hoggatt. We are here with this proviso putting our- 
selves in the same fix as we were in under the old game law, giving the 
Secretary of Agriculture the absolute power to regulate game in 
that country. We would not have asked for this bill except that 
the Secretary said he would not issue any permits. We are giving 
him the same power, and I think it ought to be struck out. It is 
the same thing, without any control, and I think it ought to be 
struck out. 

Mr. Humphrey. I will tell you the difference. The reason why 
I consented to have it in is this : I am opposed to bureau government 
as much as anybody, but, in the first place, he can not prevent you 
from hunting; he can not prevent you from bringing out heads for 
trophies except for two years in certain localities ; he can not spread 
all over Alaska, as he did before. Another thing, it is a matter of 
policy. There are a few men in the House who have given this 
attention who are very much opposed to opening this thing up at all. 

Mr. Brick. How is Mr. Lacey ? 
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Mr. Humphrey. I talked with him and finally got him to consent to 
it, but if you struck that out I think he would be against it. 

Doctor Merriam. This is a compromise bill ; it seems to be agreed 
to by both sides. It has been given a great deal of study. If I had 
my wa^ I would strike that out, but I think it is better to leave it in 
there, m order to get it through the House. 

Governor Hoggatt. Well, let us let it stay in in order to get it 
through. 

Mr. Humphrey. I think that Major Lacey will agree to let this 
bill go through with these amendments. 

Mr. Brick. Section 3. 

Mr. Humphrey read as follows: 

Sec. 3. Number. — That it shall be unlawful for any person to kill in any one 
year more than the number specified of each of the following game animals: 
One moose, walrus, or sea lion; three caribou; three sheep; or to kill or have 
in possession in any one day more than twenty-five grouse or ptarmigan, or 
twenty-five shore birds or waterfowl. 

Mr. Brick. That is the same as the other, except the other is " two " 
of the various kinds. 

Mr. Humphrey. Eeferring to moose, walrus, and sea lions, it is 2 in 
the old bill, and in this one it is 1. It is 4 caribou and 4 sheep in the 
old bill, and in this one 3 caribou and sheep. In the old bill it was 
10 grouse and ptarmigan or 25 shore birds or waterfowl, and in the 
proposed bill it is 25 grouse or ptarmigan or 25 shore birds or water- 
fowl. 

Mr. HiGOiNS. It will be more than a hundred years before we ex- 
terminate the moose, if you only let a man kill one a year. 

Mr. Webb. You have" females or yearlings of moose or caribou, 
deer, or sheep," in the old bill. 

Mr. Humphrey. I struck that out at the suggestion of Doctor Mer- 
riam, and he knows more about the conditions up there, probably, 
than anybody else. 

Doctor Merriam. That takes in the four game animals that are the 
four important food animals: They are tilled late in the season 
often to be frozen and held for food, and the old bulls are the tough 
animals, and in the case of the deer tribe, after they have shed their 
horns, it is not always easy to tell a buck from a female, anyway. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. That is true about the deer, but do you think you 
ought to permit the killing of cow moose and calf moose ? 

Doctor Merriam. When a man can not kill but one a year, if he 
wants it for food, he is going to pick out a small animal. In such an 
enormous territory as that it is hitting them pretty hard to make a 
law as stringent as might be applied in Massachusetts and New York. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. Why not let them have two moose, but prohibit the 
killing of a cow or calf ? 

Mr. Humphrey. But there are certain seasons of the year when a 
bull moose is not fit to eat. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. Yes; and there are certain seasons in the year when 
you can come pretty near killing a cow or a calf with the butt end 
of a revolver. I have been up some of those streams and have 
touched seven cows with a paddle, sitting in a canoe. 

Mr. Hum]?hrey. But the Doctor's point is this : That if a man is 
permitted to kill only one he should be permitted to select such a one 
as he wants. 
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Mr. HiGGiNS. I think you ought to prohibit the killing of the cow 
moose and the calf moose. What do you think, Governor ? 

Governor Hoggatt. He will kill the cow and dress the animal and 
then you can not tell whether it is a cow or a bull. 

Mr. Webb. What is that, Governor ? 

Governor Hoggatt. They take the animal's head off, and then after 
it is dressed how are you going to tell whether it is a cow or a bull ? 
The only check we have is when the carcass comes into the town or 
the place of habitation. 

Mr. Humphrey. When they are killing them for food I am in 
favor of leaving it pretty wide open. It is the head-hunters we are 
after, and they wont kill a cow. 

Mr. Cale. If I was in the hills prospecting and wanted a sack of 
flour and I was broke, I could kill a moose or a caribou and take it 
down and get a sack of flour. I would sell it to the market or the 
restaurant and go back with my flour. A man ought to be allowed 
to do that. These are things that we have had to contend with in 
that country, and you gentlemen do not realize, probably, how these 
meat men soak us in there when they have an opportunity. 

Mr. Higgins. It is not the head-hunters that are killing the game, 
or the sportsmen that are killing the game; it is your mining and 
logging camps. 

Governor Hoggatt. Yes ; that is the population that kills game in 
any country, Alaska or anywhere else. 

Mr. Higgins. Yes; and it is not a man that travels 500 or 600 
miles to get a trophy, it is not that class of men that kills the game 
in the country. 

Mr. Humphrey. I am sorry to say that those men that go there 
for trophies kill quite a lot of it. 

Mr. Waskey. No man goes into that country to make a living out 
of hunting ; a man could not earn his salt at it. 

Mr. Webb. What do you think about letting them kill yearlings? 

Governor Hoggatt. I am in favor of it. 

Mr. Waskey. It might be well to put in a provision limiting the 
number of goats. I consider goats one of our best game animals. 

Doctor Merriam. We left the goat out after consultation with the 
best hunters in the country, and the men who know most about it 
in Alaska. We left that out on the advice of Mr. Sheldon and others 
who ought to know about it and from our own personal knowledge. 
I have been over a good deal of Alaska. The goats are not hunted 
as a game animal except to a slight extent by the natives. 

Mr. Waskey. You know how they have decreased on Tumagain 
Arm and Nik Arm in the past few years ? 

Doctor Merriam. Yes; but they are not hunted for ^ame except 
by hunters when they want them, and there is no occasion for any 
restriction on game or goats in Alaska. 

Mr. Humphrey. Under section 3 is this provision: 

Guns and boats. — That it shaU be unlawful for any person at any time to 
hunt with dogs any of the game animals specified in. this act ; to use a shotgun 
larger than number ten gauge, or any gun other than that which can be fired 
from the shoulder; or to use steam launches or any boats other than those 
propelled by oars or paddles in the pursuit of game animals or birds. 

Mr. Brick. That is the same as the old law. 
Mr. Humphrey. Pretty nearly the same. 
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Mr. Webb. Please read that again. 

(Mr. Humphrey repeated the paragraph as it appears above.) 

Mr. Webb. That is about the same, except you put " dogs " in there 
instead of " hounds." 

Mr. Humphrey. "' Dogs " covers " hounds." I think I changed 
that myself . 

The next section is : 

Sec. 4. Sale. — That it shall be unlawful for any person or persons at any 
time to sell or offer for sale any hides, skins, or heads of any game animals or 
game birds in Alaska, or to sell, offer for sale, or purchase, or offer to purchase, 
any game animals or game birds, or parts thereof, during the time when the 
killing of such animals or birds is prohibited : Provided, That it shall be lawful 
for dealers having in possession game animals or game birds legally killed 
during the open season to dispose of the same within fifteen days after the close 
of said season. 

Mr. Webb. You leave out — 

And the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to make and publish such 
restrictions as he may deem necessary to prevent undue destruction of wild 
game animals or wild birds. 

You want that left out? 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes ; I do. 

Mr. Brick. Yes ; that is the purpose of the bill, I guess, largely. 

Governor Hoggatt. What is covered by lines 16 and 17 always 
seemed to me to be useless and unnecessary — " or to iise steam 
launches or any boats other than those propelled by oars or paddles 
in the pursuit of game animals or birds." 

Mr. Brick. That means in the actual pursuit of the game ? 

Mr. Humphrey. I will tell you what that is intended for. You 
can take a steam launch or a gasoline launch and by fixing it so as 
to practically make no noise you can run right up on ducks. That 
is intended to prohibit that ; but this would not prevent you running 
to your hunting ground. That is what you can do up there all right. 

Mr. Brick. The only difference in section 4 there is in the new bill 
you prohibit the purchasing of such animals and in the old bill you 
simply prohibited the sale. That is the only difference ? 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes. 

Mr. Waskey. Another matter which might be brought to your at- 
tention is this : You have a provision there, " Steam launches or any 
boats other than those propelled by oars or paddles in the pursuit of 
game or animals." You say this matter of the sea lions is of no im- 
portance. I know that there are a number of small craft which have 
no headquarters which hunt, among other things, sea lions ; they use 
schooners ; they hunt those and get a few dollars for them in the way 
of grease and blubber. I know of no reason why " sea lions " should 
be protected, and I would like to have the natives have that privilege 
unless you can give me some good reason for not giving it to them. 

Mr. Humphrey. My idea is this. There are not many sea lions. 
You do not see one in Puget Sound once a year hardly. You may see 
one 2 miles away and it disappears. I do not want to see the sea lion 
wiped out. It IS more of a question of preserving it as a matter of 
natural history than anything else. 

Mr. Waskey. I know they are going to kill them, and I do not see 
any reason for making them lawbreakers. They are going to kill 
them anyway, and I do not think they do anything morally wrong. 
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Doctor Merriam. They are of great value to the natives ? 

Mr. Humphrey. They are permitted to kill one. ' A sea lion is as 
big as a horse. I think a man ought to be satisfied to kill one. Why 
should a man want to kill more than one of those big animals ? They 
are as big as a rhinoceros. It would be just for the pleasure of 
killing. 

Mr. Brick. It is getting along toward 12 o'clock; we had better 
proceed with the bill. The next item is " Licenses." 

Mr. Humphrey. Section 5, Licenses, is as follows : 

Sec. 5. Licenses. — That it shall be unlawful for any nonresident of Alaska 
to hunt any of the game animals protected by this act without first obtaining 
a hunting license, or to hunt on the Kenai Peninsula without a registered 
guide, and such license shall not be transferable and shall be valid only during 
the calendar year in which issued. Each applicant shall pay a fee of one 
hundred dollars for such license, unless he be a citizen of the United States, 
in which ca,se he shall pay a fee of fifty dollars. Each license shall be accom- 
panied by coupons authorizing the shipment of four deer, three caribou, three 
sheep, and three goats, but no more of any one kind. 

A resident of Alaska desiring to export heads or trophies of any of the game 
animals mentioned in this act shall first obtain a shipping license, for which he 
shall pay a fee of forty dollars, permitting the shipment of heads or trophies 
of four deer, two caribou, two sheep, and two goats, but no more of any one 
kind; or a shipping license, for which he shall pay a fee of ten dollars, per- 
mitting the shipment of a single head or trophy of caribou or sheep ; or a ship- 
ping license, for which he shall pay a fee of five dollars, permitting the ship- 
ment of a single head or trophy of any goat or deer. Any person wishing to 
ship moose must first obtain a special shipping license, for which he shall pay 
a fee of one hundred and fifty dollars, permitting shipment of one moose, or any 
part thereof. Not more than one general license and one special moose license 
shall be issued to any one person in one year: Provided, That before any 
trophy shall be shipped from Alaska under the provisions of this act the person 
desiring to make such shipment shall first make and file with the customs 
oflice at the port where such shipment is to be made an affidavit to the effect 
that he has not violated any of the provisions of this act; that the trophy 
which he desires to ship has not been bought or purchased and has not been 
sold and is not being shipped for the purpose of being sold, and that he is the 
owner of the trophy which he desires to ship : Provided further. That any resi- 
dent of Alaska prior to September first, nineteen hundred and seven, may 
without permit or license ship any head or trophy of any of the game animals 
herein mentioned upon filing an aflidavit with the customs oflice at the port 
where such shipment is to be made that the animal from which said head or 
trophy was taken was killed prior to the passage of this act. Any aflidavit 
required by the provisions of this act may be subscribed and sworn to before 
any customs oflicer or before any oflicer competent to administer an oath. 

The governor of Alaska is hereby authorized to issue licenses for hunting 
and shipping big game. On issuing a license he shall require the applicant 
to state whether the heads or trophies to be obtained or shipped under said 
license will pass through the ports of entry at Seattle, Washington, Portland, 
Oregon, or San Francisco, California, and he shall forthwith notify the collector 
of customs at the proper port of entry as to the name of the holder of the 
license and the name and address of the consignee. All proceeds from licenses, 
except one dollar from each fee which shall be retained by the clerk issuing 
the license to cover the cost of printing and issue, shall be paid into a game- 
protection fund and shall be expended under the direction of the governor 
for the employment of wardens or the payment of other expenses for the 
protection of game in Alaska. 

And the governor of Alaska is further authorized to employ game war- 
dens, to make regulations for the registration and employment of guides, 
and fix the rates for licensing guides and rates of compensation for guiding. 
Every person applying for a guide license shall, at the time of making such 
application, make and file with the person issuing such license an aflidavit 
to the effect that he will obey all the conditions of this act and of the 
regulations thereunder, that he will not permit any violation of the game 
laws or regulations of Alaska, and that he will report all violations of 
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such laws and regulations that come to his knowledge. Any person acting 
as a guide for any person shall be equally responsible with such person 
for any violation of the law or regulations, and any guide who shall fail 
or refuse to report such violations by the person employing him, or who 
shall himself violate any of the laws or regulations, shall have his license 
revoked, and in addition shall be liable to the penalty provided in section seven 
of this act, and shall be ineligible to act as guide for a period of five years 
from the date of conviction. 

Mr. Brick. You have it except deer and goats. 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes. 

Mr. Brick. Do you want that in ? 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes ; very much. 

Doctor Merriam. Yes; I think that everybody agrees that you 
ought not to have to pay for a license to kill goats and deer. 

This authorizes the shipment of one moose if it is not killed south 
of the sixty-second parallel of latitude. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. What do you do, cut the latitude on his shank when 
you shoot him ? 

Doctor Merriam. The parallel runs in a very good place to have 
it divided this way. 

Mr. Webb. He has to make an affidavit when he ships it. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. This gives him the right to kill as many as he wants 
to, but he only has the right to ship out four deer and three sheep. 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes. 

Mr. Webb. This is a brand new section. 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes, 

Mr. Brick. There is where we get some money. 

Mr. Humphrey. I am in favor of it, and I will illustrate this 
briefly. They go up and kill the game and they leave their heads 
in there and they pay nothing and there is no revenue derived from 
it and it does not protect the game. I believe in issuing these licenses 
and letting them pay for it and then let them bring out their trophies. 
We will in that way get some money to enforce to a certain extent 
the law and to protect the game at the same time. The way it is now 
you are having your game slaughtered and getting no money and 
having no protection. The only question in my mind has been about 
the cost of the licenses. As far as I am concerned I am willing to 
let it stand. 

Governor Hoggatt. I think that license is too high; I think it 
ought to be cut in two. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. Make it what? 

Governor Hoggatt. Fifty dollars and $25. And then when it 
gets down here [referring to bill] to $40, I would make it $20, and 
over here, for a moose, I would make it $100 or $75. I do not think 
there is any danger of anybody going into the head business. 

Mr. Humphrey. I might consent — I would not object, that I know 
of — to have it reduced to the citizens of this country; but when it 
comes to nonresidents, outside of British Columbia, I do not know of 
any people that hunt except the very wealthy, and one of those 
fellows that comes over from Europe would hunt just as quickly if 
the license were $500 as if it were $100. 

Doctor Palmer. As Mr. Humphrey says, these license fees are 
more or less of a compromise. The license in British Columbia to 
nonresidents is $50, in Manitoba it is $50 and $100 for aliens; it is 
$50 in Wyoming. It is not less than $50 in any State or province 
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of Canada which has game comparable with Alaska. Fifty dollars 
and $100 for a moose, further on, may seem high, but you want to 
remember that this region is comparable with the best game re^ 
gions in the world; it is comparable with South Africa as a game 
country. In South Africa the license is $250. I have talked with 
gentlemen who go to Alaska to hunt. They say they would be glad 
to pay what they pay in the Transvaal and Soudan. This is less 
than they have to pay over there. So the amount is not as high as 
it seems. 

Governor Hoggatt. But in South Africa they can kill anything. 
There is no restriction. And here we have restrictions, and they 
don't really get very much shooting. That is the big difference 
between the big license fee they pay over there in Africa and the 
conditions here in Alaska. 

Mr. Brick. Do they not limit the shooting in South Africa ? 

Mr. Humphrey. No ; I think not. 

Doctor Palmer. Yes ; there are many restrictions in South Africa. 
You pay so much for one rhino, and you have to make affidavit to 
every head and everything you shoot. These restrictions are not 
nearly so close as they are m South Africa. They seem high to us, 
but they are not. 

Mr. Brick. Let us go along. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. I see you distinguish residents of Ala^a from citi- 
zens of the United States there? 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes. 

Mr. Brick. What do these residents of Alaska want to be shipping 
out stuff for? 

Mr. Humphrey. They might want to send it to somebody. 

Mr. Brick. But he could not sell it to anybody ? 

Mr. Humphrey. No. 

Mr. Brick. And he could not buy anything and send it to some- 
body? 

Mr. Humphrey. No. 

Doctor Merriam. We have had, as a matter of fact, lots of appli- 
cations for permits to send heads for such purposes. A man pros- 
pecting wants to send a head to his father, perhaps, as a trophy. 

Mr. Brick. But he could not sell it to a museum, or anybody? 

Doctor Merriam. No ; not under this law. 

Mr. Humphrey. No ; we do not want him to. For instance, take 
taxidermists in my city. If you open that up, one of those taxi- 
dermists would send a dozen men up there to become residents, and 
they would become residents as soon as they got there and express 
their intentions, and then they would get these heads and send them 
to their employer. I gave a good deal of study to that question. 

Mr. Brick. I see you have a provision allowing men up there who 
already have heads or trophies to send them out before the 1st of 
next September. 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes; there are a great many heads there, and I 
presume most of them were obtained lawfully. 

Mr. Brick. By this section you put it in the hands of the governor 
to issue licenses, and so on ? 

Doctor Merriam. Yes ; it takes it out of the hands of the Secretary 
of Agriculture and puts it in the hands of the governor of Alaska. 
The Secretary of Agriculture agrees to that. 

p G A— 07 2 
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Mr. Humphrey. Referring to the last part of this section, in 
regard to guides, and they are reporting violations of the law and 
regulations, there is something that ought to be struck out. [Read- 
ing:] 

Any person acting as a guide for any person shall be equally responsible yrith 
such person for any violation of the law or regulations. 

I would just strike out that sentence down to " and any guide,"' 
because if you would make a guide responsible, you can not make 
him testify, you could not make him incriminate himself, and in 
addition to that I do not think he ought to be made criminally 
i^sponsible for the acts of another anyway, and I think it would 
defeat its own purpose. 

Mr. Brick (reading) : 

Any guide who shall fail or refuse to report any such violations by the per- 
son employing him, or shall himself violate, and so forth 

Mr. Humphrey. And in line 4 the word " the " ought to be stricken 
out. 

Mr. Brick. Suppose he should see somebody else breaking them, 
somebody other than the person employing him. Why say "em- 
ploying him ; " why not let that cover him as guide generally and 
make it read " any guide who shall refuse to report such violations 
by any person ? " 

Mr. Humphrey. It provides that he will report all such violations 
of the regulations. That is in another place. 

Mr. Brick. Then why say " by the person employing him?" Why 
not say " by any person?" 

Mr. Humphrey. That might just as well be stricken out. 

Doctor Palmer. This is made specific on purpose. In this clause 
we want to cover the persons who are with you. Below there is 
a general provision that covers other things. 

Mr. Humphrey. It simj)ly makes a repetition. 

Doctor Palmer. It is a little more specific, that is all. 

Mr. Brick. I like that provision. It points him right out in the 
law. 

Mr. Waskey. There is no way that this can prevent us from ship- 
ping trophies from one portion to another ? 

Mr. Humphrey. No. 

Mr. Waskey. I might want to send the governor a present in or- 
der to beautify the executive mansion. 

Mr. Humphrey. In section 6 I think the word " game " should be 
inserted in line 15, just before the word " birds." 

Mr. Brick. That is in section 6 ? 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes. 

Mr. Brick. Will you take that up, Mr. Humphrey ? 

Mr. Humphrey read section 6, as follows : 

Sec. 6. That it shall be unlawful for any persons, firm, or corporation, or 
their officers or agents, to deliver to any common carrier, or for the owner, 
agent, or master of any vessel, or for Uny other person, to receive for shipment 
or have in possession with intent to ship out of Alaska, any wild birds, or parts 
thereof, or any heads, hides, or carcasses of caribou, deer, moose, mountain, 
sheep, or mountain goats, or parts thereof, unless said heads, hides, or carcasses 
are accompanied by the required license or coupon : Provided^ That nothing in 
this act shall be construed to prevent the collection of specimens for scientific 
purposes, the capture or shipment of live animals and birds for exhibition or 
propagation, or the export from Alaska of specimens under permit from the 
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Secretary of Agriculture, and under such restrictions and limitations as he 
may prescribe and publish. 

It shall be the duty of the collector of customs at Seattle, Portland, and San 
Francisco, to keep strict account of all consignments of game animals received 
from Alaska, and no consignment of game shall be entered until due notice 
thereof has been received from the governor of Alaska, or the Secretary of Agri- 
culture, and found to agree with the name and address on the shipment. In 
case consignments arrive without licenses they shall be detained for sixty days, 
and if a license be not then produced said consignments shall be forfeited to 
the United States and shall be delivered by the collector of customs to the 
United States marshal of the district for such disposition as the court may 
direct. 

Mr. Humphrey. Under the law to-day they do not permit a bird 
that is not a game bird to be brought out*^ of Alaska. I do not 
believe they ought to be sold, but I believe a man who is up there 
and wants to bring home a bald eagle or a raven, and in addition 
to that a few ptarmigans and loons — that is about all the wild birds 
there are except game birds — ought to be allowed to do so. I do 
not believe in allowing him to sell them or make it so that they 
can be sold for the purpose of decorating women's hats or anything 
of that kind, but I do not see why he should not be allowed to 
bring such a bird as that home with him if he wants to. 

Mr. Brick. We do not define a game bird in this law. 

Doctor Palmer. The word " game " is not put in here for this 
reason. We have found in two instances where wholesale millinery 
merchants in New York were contracting with men in Alaska and 
were receiving feathers in large quantities. The reason the word 
" game " is not in here is so those feathers can not be brought from 
Alaska. This makes it very specific. 

Mr. Humphrey. I do not think it ought to be in there. This pre- 
vents selling them, but does not prohibit a man from bringing them 
out, and I do not think we ought to prevent a man from bringing a 
specimen out if a man wants. A man goes to southeastern Alaska. 
He kills an eagle. He wants to bring it home, and some game 
warden objects. And so there is trouble all the time. I do not 
believe there is any necessity of making such a provision as this. 
He is not allowed to sell; he is prohibited from selling under this 
bill. He is not allowed to sell or bring it out for the purpose of 
selling and he can not dispose of it in any way. 

Doctor Palmer. He should, and in every case the Department has 
granted the request, but we want to reach these wholesale millinery 
people. 

Mr. Humphrey. What sort of feathers were those ? 

Doctor Palmer. Gull feathers, particularly those sea gulls. They 
can not be sold in any city, likely, but they are doing it, and they look 
to Alaska if there is no provision in the law prohibiting it. 

Mr. Humphrey. But there is a provision in the law against it. 

Governor Hoggatt. Would it hurt anything if they killed all the 
gulls in Alaska? They can not get them, in the first place. 

Mr. Humphrey. This prohibits that and prohibits the sale of them. 
A man kills an eagle up there ; he has not time to send down here to 
secure a permit from the Secretary of Agriculture to take that out, 
and he ought not to be prohibited from bringing it out. 

Governor Hoggatt. I think that anybody who wants to kill an 
eagle ought to be allowed to do it. 
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Mr. Humphrey. If you will insert the word " game," I think you 
will have it covered there. 

Governor Hoggatt. The only thing I am after is to let people come 
up there and see the country, and let them shoot; I want to encourage 
that. 

Mr. Humphrey. You do not see any objection to letting a man 
bring out one of those specimens? 

Governor Hoggatt. Oh, no. 

Mr. Webb. I notice in the old bill only the Zoological Park and the 
Smithsonian Institution here are allowed to bring out animals for 
scientific purposes ad libitum, and in this new bill you let that apply 
to all scientific institutions. 

Mr. Humphrey. Yes ; if they have a permit. 

Mr. Webb. There is no objection to that ? 

Mr. Humphrey. No. 

Doctor Palmer. There was an amendment put on at the last mo- 
ment in the Senate for the benefit of the Smithsonian Institution, 
but it really amounts to nothing, because I do not think anything that 
amounts to anything has been brought out under it. 

Mr. Humphrey read the remaining sections of the bill, as follows : 

Sec. 7. Penalties. — That any person violating any of the provisions of this 
act or any of the regulations promulgated by the Secretary of Agriculture or 
the governor of Alaska shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof shall forfeit to the United States all game or birds in his 
possession, and all guns, traps, nets, or boats used in killing or capturing said 
game or birds, and shall be punished for each offense by a fine of not more 
than two hundred dollars or imprisonment not more than three months, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court. Any person 
making any false or untrue statements in any affidavit required by this act 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall 
forfeit to the United States all trophies in his possession, and shall be punished 
by a fine in any sum not more than two hundred dollars or imprisonment not 
more than three months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the discre- 
tion of the court. 

Enforcement. — It is hereby made the duty of all marshals and deputy 
marshals, collectors or deputy collectors of customs, all officers of revenue 
cutters, and all game wardens to assist in the enforcement of this act. Any 
marshal, deputy marshal, or warden in or out of Alaska may arrest without 
warrant any person found violating any of the provisions of this act or any 
of the regulations herein provided, and may seize any game, birds, or hides, 
and any traps, nets, guns, boats, or other paraphernalia used in the capture 
of such game or birds and found in the possession of said person in or out of 
Alaska, and any collector or deputy collector of customs, or warden, or licensed 
guide, or any person authorized in writing by a marshal shall have the power 
above provided to arrest persons found violating this act or said regulations 
and seize said property without warrant to keep and deliver the same to a 
marshal or a deputy marshal. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, upon request of the Secretary of Agriculture, to aid in carrying 
out the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 8. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this 
act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. Humphrey. Now, if the subcommittee thinks it would help 
matters any I will reintroduce the bill as we have agreed it shall be 
amended, so you shall have the bill started, and we can have it in 
the shape we have agreed on it. * 

Mr. HiGGiNS. I am not in agreement with all of the provisions 
of this bill as read. I have some amendments to offer before I am 
ready to support it. 
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Mr. Humphrey. Have you any objection to stating them? Maybe 
we coTild agree on th^m. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. Do we want to do it now ? 

Governor Hoggatt. I would simply like to say this : The thing I 
think the people of Alaska are most interested m in regard to mis 
is to find some way by which people can come up there and hunt 

ffame under reasonable restrictions; the details we are not particu- 
arly interested in. We do not want restrictions too severe. We want 
it left so it will be simply a pro forma matter to secure permission, 
so they will not have to call upon you gentlemen here to use your 
influence for them to get permission. We want it so a man can go 
there and get a permit ai§ a matter of course. Many of the details 
of this bill, I think, are so far-reaching that they will not be effective 
for years to come. 

Mr. Humphrey. I would like to hear Mr. Hiffgins's objections to it. 

Governor Hoggatt. That is the principal thing, to provide some 
way so that we can get the kind of people we want to come up there 
and shoot and hunt. 

Mr. Webb. We have changed that in this bill by taking the power 
away from a man who is against general hunting and putting it in 
the hands of a man who is in favor of it. Is not that it? 

Governor Hoggatt. Yes; he did not want to be bothered with it; 
but if it were so worded that anybody could get the permission and 
they would not have to go to you or somebody else with influence here 
in order to be permitted to hunt, that is what wq would like to have. 

Mr. Heggins. What has been the practice — ^that application would 
have to be made here? 

Governor Hoggatt. Application would have to be made to the 
Secretary of Agriculture under the present law. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. There was nobody designated by him nearer than 
Washington to whom you could apply ? 

Governor Hoggatt. No; and he has refused to issue any permits 
for the last two years. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. What was the reason? 

Governor Hoggatt. I do not know. He says he won't issue any, 
as I understand it, until this law is changed. Under the present law 
they are supposed to issue permits to anybody to take out trophies, 
but the privilege has been abused, I believe, and he says he won't 
issue any more permits. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. Because the permits have been abused ? 

Governor Hoggatt. Yes; I think so. Doctor Palmer can explain 
that, I think. 

Mr. HiGGiNS. I would like to hear about it. 

Doctor Palmer. In a few words, I would say, the first season the 
law was in effect the Department issued permits on the supposition 
that there was no reason why a man should not be allowed to go there. 
Unfortunately some conditions arose in the Kenai Peninsula, and 
people who did not get licenses that year who wanted to get animals 
tor commercial purposes took those prosecutions as a ground for 
raising a great hurrah against the whole law, and made the thing so 
vexatious that the Secretary of Agriculture said : " If we can not give 
permits generally and we can not tell who should have them, we 
prefer to put the matter on a different basis." It was bound to come 
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in time. All States have some such thing. The other was simply 
a temporary makeshift. You can see how many permits have been 
issued since the law went into effect. 

Governor Hoggatt. Probably none last year except for scientific 
purposes, I think. I think the tendency here is to take this matter 
too seriously. When restrictions are put down in writing and we 
come here people are apt to take us too seriously. 

Mr. Cale. You still think this law should apply to the natives, 
do you ? 

Mr. Humphrey. I think it should so far as it does. 

(Thereupon at 11.50 the subcommittee adjourned.) 
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